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§580.2

and associated resources, including gas
hydrates.

Outer Continental Shelf (OCS) means
all submerged lands:

(1) That lie seaward and outside of
the area of lands beneath navigable
waters as defined in section 2 of the
Submerged Lands Act (43 U.S.C. 1301);
and

(2) Whose subsoil and seabed belong
to the United States and are subject to
its jurisdiction and control.

Permit means the contract or agree-
ment, other than a lease, issued under
this part. The permit gives a person
the right, under appropriate statutes,
regulations, and stipulations, to con-
duct on the OCS:

(1) Geological prospecting for hard
minerals;

(2) Geophysical prospecting for hard
minerals;

(3) Geological scientific research; or

(4) Geophysical scientific research.

Permittee means the person author-
ized by a permit issued under this part
to conduct activities on the OCS.

Person means:

(1) A citizen or national of the United
States;

(2) An alien lawfully admitted for
permanent residence in the TUnited
States as defined in section 8 U.S.C.
1101(a)(20);

(3) A private, public, or municipal
corporation organized under the laws
of the United States or of any State or
territory thereof, and association of
such citizens, nationals, resident aliens
or private, public, or municipal cor-
porations, States, or political subdivi-
sions of States; or

(4) Anyone operating in a manner
provided for by treaty or other applica-
ble international agreements. The term
does not include Federal agencies.

Processed geological or geophysical in-
formation means data collected under a
permit and later processed or reproc-
essed.

(1) Processing involves changing the
form of data as to facilitate interpreta-
tion. Some examples of processing op-
erations may include, but are not lim-
ited to:

(i) Applying corrections for known
perturbing causes;

(ii) Rearranging or filtering data; and
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(iii) Combining or transforming data
elements.

(2) Reprocessing is the additional
processing other than ordinary proc-
essing used in the general course of
evaluation. Reprocessing operations
may include varying identified param-
eters for the detailed study of a specific
problem area.

Secretary means the Secretary of the
Interior or a subordinate authorized to
act on the Secretary’s behalf.

Shallow test drilling means drilling
into the sea bottom to depths less than
those specified in the definition of a
deep stratigraphic test.

Significant  archaeological  resource
means those archaeological resources
that meet the criteria of significance
for eligibility of the National Register
of Historic Places as defined in 36 CFR
60.4, or its successor.

Third party means any person other
than the permittee or a representative
of the United States, including all per-
sons who obtain data or information
acquired under a permit from the per-
mittee, or from another third party, by
sale, trade, license agreement, or other
means.

You means a person who applies for
and/or obtains a permit, or files a no-
tice to conduct G&G prospecting or sci-
entific research related to hard min-
erals on the OCS.

§580.2 What is the purpose of this
part?

The purpose of this part is to:

(a) Allow you to conduct prospecting
activities or scientific research activi-
ties on the OCS in Federal waters re-
lated to hard minerals on unleased
lands or on lands under lease to a third
party.

(b) Ensure that you carry out
prospecting activities or scientific re-
search activities in a safe and environ-
mentally sound manner so as to pre-
vent harm or damage to, or waste of,
any natural resources (including any
hard minerals in areas leased or not
leased), any life (including fish and
other aquatic life), property, or the
marine, coastal, or human environ-
ment.

(¢) Inform you and third parties of
your legal and contractual obligations.

(d) Inform you and third parties of:
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(1) The U.S. Government’s rights to
access G&G data and information col-
lected under permit on the OCS;

(2) Reimbursement we will make for
data and information that are sub-
mitted; and

(3) The proprietary terms of data and
information that we retain.

§580.3 What requirements must I fol-
low when I conduct prospecting or
research activities?

You must conduct G&G prospecting
activities or scientific research activi-
ties under this part according to:

(a) The Act;

(b) The regulations in this part;

(c) Orders of the Director/Regional
Director (RD); and

(d) Other applicable statutes, regula-
tions, and amendments.

§580.4 What activities are not covered
by this part?

This part does not apply to:

(a) G&G prospecting activities con-
ducted by, or on behalf of, the lessee on
a lease on the OCS;

(b) Federal agencies;

(c) Postlease activities for mineral
resources other than oil, gas, and sul-
phur, which are covered by regulations
at 30 CFR parts 582 and 282; and

(d) G&G exploration or G&G sci-
entific research activities related to
oil, gas, and sulphur, including gas hy-
drates, which are covered by regula-
tions at 30 CFR parts 551 and 251.

Subpart B—How To Apply for a
Permit or File a Notice

§580.10 What must I do before I may
conduct prospecting activities?

You must have a BOEM-approved
permit to conduct G&G prospecting ac-
tivities, including deep stratigraphic
tests, for hard minerals. If you conduct
both G&G prospecting activities, you
must have a separate permit for each.

§580.11 What must I do before I may
conduct scientific research?

You may conduct G&G scientific re-
search activities related to hard min-
erals on the OCS only after you obtain
a BOEM-approved permit or file a no-
tice.

§580.12

(a) Permit. You must obtain a permit
if the research activities you want to
conduct involve:

(1) Using solid or liquid explosives;

(2) Drilling a deep stratigraphic test;
or

(3) Developing data and information
for proprietary use or sale.

(b) Notice. If you conduct research ac-
tivities (including federally funded re-
search) not covered by paragraph (a) of
this section, you must file a notice
with the regional director at least 30
days before you begin. If you cannot
file a 30-day notice, you must provide
oral notification before you begin and
follow up in writing. You must also in-
form BOEM in writing when you con-
clude your work.

§580.12 What must I include in my ap-
plication or notification?

(a) Permits. You must submit to the
Regional Director a signed original and
three copies of the permit application
form (Form BOEM-0134) at least 30
days before the startup date for activi-
ties in the permit area. If unusual cir-
cumstances prevent you from meeting
this deadline, you must immediately
contact the Regional Director to ar-
range an acceptable deadline. The form
includes names of persons; the type, lo-
cation, purpose, and dates of activity;
and environmental and other informa-
tion. A nonrefundable service fee of
$2,012 must be paid electronically
through Pay.gov at: https:/
www.pay.gov/vaygov/ and you must in-
clude a copy of the Pay.gov confirma-
tion receipt page with your applica-
tion.

(b) Disapproval of permit application. If
we disapprove your application for a
permit, the RD will explain the reasons
for the disapproval and what you must
do to obtain approval.

(c) Notices. You must sign and date a
notice that includes:

(1) The name(s) of the person(s) who
will conduct the proposed research;

(2) The name(s) of any other person(s)
participating in the proposed research,
including the sponsor;

(3) The type of research and a brief
description of how you will conduct it;

(4) A map, plat, or chart, that shows
the location where you will conduct re-
search;
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